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Guwahati, Oct 27 (FN Bureau)

The lone survivor of the shootout at a hotel in Guwahati 
was in stable condition, an official said on Tuesday. 
Satyen Pathak was among six people who were shot at 
Hotel Bilas Inn on Monday night in a dispute between 
the owner of the property and its leaseholder. Pathak 
is the lone survivor of the attack, while the rest died, 
according to police. Gauhati Medical College and 
Hospital (GMCH) Superintendent Devajit Choudhury 
said the bullet had passed through Pathak’s right hand 
without damaging any vital organs. “He is in a stable 
condition. He will require further tests and will have to 
remain in the hospital for a few more days,” he said. 
Choudhury said the post-mortem examinations of the 
five deceased were being conducted at GMCH, and the 
bodies would be handed over to their families after the 
necessary formalities. All the deceased were associated 
with the hotel owner, with four belonging to the same 
family, police said. Guwahati Police Commissioner 
Partha Sarathi Mahanta said the accused, identified as 
Ghanakanta Gogoi -- the property’s leaseholder, was 
apprehended in the Paltan Bazar area within an hour 
of the incident, which happened around 9 pm. The 
weapon allegedly used in the shooting, a licensed .32-
bore pistol, was also seized, he said.

Guwahati shootout survivor stable, post-
mortem exams of five victims underway

Jaipur, Oct 27 (FN Bureau)

Weather remained largely dry 
across Rajasthan in the past 24 
hours, with light to moderate 
rain accompanied by strong 
winds likely in parts of eastern 
Rajasthan on October 29 and 30, 
the meteorological department 
said. The state recorded mostly 
dry weather during the 24 
hours ending Tuesday morning. 
Barmer recorded the highest 
maximum temperature at 37.8 
degrees Celsius, while Sikar 
was the coldest with a minimum 
temperature of 12.2 degrees 
Celsius. The weather is expected 
to remain largely dry for now, the 
department said.

Rain, strong winds like-
ly in eastern Rajasthan

Patna, Oct 27 (FN Bureau)

Counting of votes for biennial 
elections to eight Bihar Legislative 
Council seats is underway on 
Tuesday, with opposition parties 
alleging malpractices in the 
process, officials said. Since the 
polling was held on ballot papers, 
counting trends are not available 
now, they said. The counting for 
the council polls, held on October 
23, will decide the electoral fate of 
90 candidates in four graduates seats 
and 60 in four teachers constituencies. 
The counting has been taking place at 
the Bihar School Examination Board’s 
regional office in Purnea for the Kosi 

graduates seat, SVN Rajkiya Kanya 
Uchcha Madhyamik Vidyalaya for the 
Saran teachers constituency and the MIT 

administrative block in Muzaffarpur for 
both Tirhut seats, said a senior official at 
the CEO’s office here. 
In Patna, the counting is underway at 
Bankipur Government Girls’ Senior 
Secondary School, while votes are 

being counted for two Darbhanga 
constituencies at Khel Bhawan-cum-
Vyayamshala Bhawan, he said. Purnea 

District Magistrate Anshul Kumar 
said the counting started at 8 am 
for the Kosi graduates seat and 
agents of candidates were present 
on the premises. “The seals of ballot 
boxes were opened in the presence 
of counting agents. The counting 
process is going on. Results can 
be expected in the evening or on 
Wednesday morning,” he said. 

Congress’ Patna teachers constituency 
candidate Sanjay Yadav held a protest 
outside the counting 
centre at Bankipur school, 
alleging malpractices and 
the “absence of CCTV 

cameras” in the counting hall. 
“Electoral malpractices have been 
reported. CCTV cameras have been 
installed outside the counting hall, 
but no device was placed inside the 
hall. It is an attempt to orchestrate 
malpractices,” Yadav told PTI Videos. 
RJD’s Patna teachers constituency 
nominee Sanjeev Kumar Singh also 
alleged that the district administration 
had made arrangements for “carrying 
out irregularities”. Jan Suraaj Party 
candidate Anuj Singh said he would 
lodge a complaint to the Election 
Commission over “absence of CCTV 

cameras inside the counting hall”. 
“CCTV cameras are not installed inside 
the counting hall, and the condition 
here is very unhygienic. Adequate 
arrangements for agents have not been 
made. How will our counting agents 
stay here during the expected 18-20 
hour counting period? I will write an 
email to the Election Commission,” 
he said. Reacting to the allegation of 
absence of CCTV cameras inside the 
counting hall, Patna District Magistrate 
Kundan Kumar said, “Videography is 
being done in MLC elections instead of 
installing CCTV cameras.”

Bihar MLC polls: Counting underway for eight seats, opposition alleges malpractices

Mumbai, Oct 27 (FN Bureau)

The Bombay High Court on Tuesday quashed a criminal 
case registered against a 20-year-old engineering student 
for reposting a controversial comment after ‘Operation 
Sindoor’, observing that the post was an isolated act 
followed by voluntary deletion and remorse. A chance is 
required to be given in such cases, a single bench of Justice 
Milind Jadhav said, noting that the student has already 
suffered custody. “That in itself for a young student is a 
scar which cannot be erased easily,” Justice Jadhav said. 
The woman student from a private college in Pune was 
arrested on May 9, 2025, over the controversial Instagram 
repost related to Indo-Pak tensions following Operation 
Sindoor. Justice Jadhav observed that the accused was a 
young student, and the incident appears to be an isolated 
act of re-posting (content), followed by its voluntary 
deletion and an expression of remorse, probably because 
of the exuberance of youth and age.

HC quashes FIR against Pune student 
for social media post over Op Sindoor

India ramped up LPG output, diversified imports 
to weather Hormuz crisis: Union Minister Puri

Panaji, Oct 27 (FN Bureau)

Union Petroleum Minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri on Tuesday 
stated that India navigated energy 
supply disruptions caused by the 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz by 
expanding its LPG import sources 
to 41 countries, asserting that 
domestic cooking gas availability 
remained uninterrupted 
throughout the crisis. Speaking on 
the sidelines of the 29th Energy 
Technology and Innovation Meet 
here, Puri noted that a boost in 
domestic production — from 
34,000 to 55,000 metric tonnes 
per day — alongside imports 
from the US and Algeria helped 
offset Gulf supply shocks.
He said that India’s experience 
during the crisis demonstrated 
that while geopolitical disruptions 
cannot always be anticipated, 
their impact can be minimised 

through advance preparedness 
and coordinated action. “A 
crisis is not something that you 
can anticipate. But without 
anticipating the nature of a crisis, 
or the specifics of the manner in 
which it unfolds, you can always 
start preparing yourself,” he said.
The challenge for policymakers 
was to address emerging supply 
pressures before they escalated 
into a crisis, he said, adding 
that preventive measures had 
helped the country navigate the 
disruption without the widespread 
unavailability of domestic 
LPG cylinders. Puri said India 

expanded its import sources from 
27 to 41 countries and domestic 
LPG production rose from 34,000 
metric tonnes per day to 55,000 
metric tonnes per day, helping 
offset disruptions in supplies 
from the Gulf. He pointed out 
that India also diversified its 
LPG procurement, with the US 
emerging as a major supplier 
following a deal signed in 
January to import 10 per cent of 
the country’s LPG requirements 
from there.
“Today, we are importing 67 
per cent of our LPG from the 
United States,” he said, adding 
that India also began sourcing 
the fuel from Algeria and 
other available suppliers. The 
increase in domestic production, 
coupled with higher refining 
capacity and coordinated 
efforts across the energy supply 
chain, played a crucial role in 
managing the disruption, he said.

Lucknow, Oct 27 (FN Bureau)

The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet on 
Tuesday approved cashless 
medical treatment of up to Rs 5 
lakh for 1,70,366 non-teaching 
employees associated with 
secondary and basic education 
institutions, with the state 
government set to spend around 
Rs 51.11 crore annually on their 
insurance premiums. Finance 
and Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna 
said the decision would extend 
medical benefits to non-teaching 
staff and their dependent 
family members, following an 
earlier announcement by Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath to 
provide similar facilities to 
teachers.
“Under the secondary education 
department’s proposal, 48,062 

employees will benefit from 
the scheme, with an estimated 
annual expenditure of Rs 14.41 
crore on insurance premiums,” 
Khanna told reporters after 
the Cabinet meeting. The 
beneficiaries include non-
teaching employees of aided 
and unaided secondary schools, 
Sanskrit schools and personnel 

working in offices and 
institutions under the Samagra 
Shiksha programme. The 
Cabinet also approved a similar 
facility for 1,22,304 non-teaching 
employees associated with basic 
education, including clerical staff 
in institutions under the Basic 
Education Council, aided junior 
high schools, unaided schools 

and state and district project 
offices. “The annual expenditure 
on insurance premiums for this 
category will be Rs 36.69 crore. 
The government will contribute 
Rs 3,000 per beneficiary towards 
the annual insurance premium 
under the two proposals,” he 
added. The combined annual 
expenditure of approximately 
Rs 51.11 crore will cover the 
insurance premiums for the two 
categories of employees, while 
the cashless treatment facility 
will extend to their eligible 
dependent family members. 
Khanna said the decision was 
intended to extend healthcare 
benefits to non-teaching 
personnel working across 
the state’s education system. 
The Cabinet also approved 
other proposals relating to 
educational infrastructure, 
grain storage capacity and 
investment promotion, he said.

UP cabinet approves cashless medical cover of 
up to Rs 5 lakh for 1.70 lakh non-teaching staff
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